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CHAPTER III

Innocent and the Emperor Otho IV.

OTHO was now undisputed Emperor; a diet at Frank
fort, more numerous than had met for many  otho
years, acknowledged him with almost unprece-  EmPeror-
dented unanimity.   He held great diets at Nuremberg,
Brunswick, Wurtzburg, Spires.    He descended the next
year over the Brenner into Italy to receive the Imperial
crown.    Throughout Italy the  Guelfic cities opened
their gates to welcome the Champion of the Church, the
Emperor chosen by the Pope, with universal acclama-
tion: old enemies seemed to forget their feuds in his
presence, tributary gifts were poured lavishly at his
feet.

The Pope and his Emperor met at Viterbo; they
embraced, they wept tears of joy, in remembrance of
iheir common trials, in transport at their common
triumph. Innocent's compulsory abandonment of Otho's
cause was forgotten : the Pope demanded security that
Otho would surrender, immediately after his coronation,
the lands of the Church, now occupied by his troops.
Otho almost resented the suspicion of his loyalty; and
Innocent in his blind confidence abandoned his de-
mand.

The coronation took place in St. Peter's Church with
more than usual magnificence and solemnity;
magnificence which became  this   unwonted
friendship between the temporal and spiritual powers;